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Executive Summary 

 
 
Sir Simon Milton 
 
On 31 October, I paid tribute to Sir Simon Milton at a memorial service at Westminster Abbey. Sir 
Simon, who was my Deputy Mayor and Chief of Staff, died on 11 April 2011. 
 
Anyone who came to a meeting in the Mayor’s Office in City Hall would be familiar with Simon 
Milton’s genius for cutting the cackle. I would have spent about half an hour windily extemporising 
what I thought was a brilliant scheme for the betterment of London, Simon would then tersely sum 
up, in about 50 words, what I had been trying to say. He would inform everyone what needed to 
be done and he would announce that the meeting was over. 
 
Simon was a performer, and he was a leader. He was elected to the presidency of the Cambridge 
Union, unopposed, since his enemies had either been painlessly liquidated or had concluded that 
resistance was futile. He had no particular manifesto that his friends can recall. He was simply the 
funniest and most charismatic student politician of the year. 
 
As leader, Simon turned round the reputation of Westminster Council, and the council became one 
of the most successful in the country, with the highest levels of residents’ satisfaction and among 
the lowest council taxes. He saw that educational standards were too low, and he decided to do 
something about it. The expansion of the first academies programme was very largely thanks to his 
vision and drive. 
 
Also, he loved London. He saw how much the city had given to him and to his family and he 
wanted to give something back. In five, ten, fifty years time, our city will be landmarked with 
things that he either inspired or encouraged, from Paddington basin, to new academies, to a cable 
car across the river, to the new London Plan. 
 
He was one of only two Tories to be knighted in the reign of Tony Blair, which was a tribute to his 
political skill, and yet he fully deserved it. He was utterly devoted to his family and friends, and it is 
desperately sad that we will not now see him complete his progression to a ministry in the Lords. 
He was a great public servant who has left the city richer for his work.  
 
I am now calling for a memorial in honor of Sir Simon to be erected in the City of Westminster. I 
have written to all of London’s MPs urging their support for a permanent reminder of such a 
brilliant public servant.  

This is my thirty-fifth report to the Assembly, fulfilling my duty under Section 45 of the 
Greater London Authority Act 1999.  It covers the period 29 September to 2 November 2011. 
 



 

Emirates to sponsor the Cable Car 
 
On 7 October, I announced that Emirates will sponsor London’s new cable car river crossing, to be 
known as the Emirates Air Line, in a ten year deal worth £36m.  
 
Scheduled for completion in summer 2012, the Emirates Air Line will offer commuters and visitors 
majestic aerial views as they travel across the Thames. With a capacity to carry up to 2,500 people 
per hour in each direction in the peak, equivalent to the capacity of 30 buses per hour, the 
Emirates Air Line will be the first of a package of measures to improve river crossings in east 
London. It is anticipated the Emirates Air Line will carry two million passengers per year. 
 
The Emirates Air Line will be a key element of my vision to transform east London into a bustling 
metropolitan quarter, teeming with new businesses, entertainment and leisure facilities, supported 
by world-class transportation. Both areas surrounding the Emirates Air Line have been earmarked 
for a number of regeneration projects, with the Royal Victoria Docks selected as one of the new 
Local Enterprise Zones. The Emirates Air Line will play a key role in supporting these regeneration 
projects, by providing a faster and more direct link, taking just five minutes to cross the river. It will 
also provide local communities access to a range of entertainment, job and leisure opportunities 
that are set to become available as part of the regeneration. 
 
Funding 'tough love' leadership clubs in London's schools  
 
On 3 October, I announced that I am funding a series of ‘leadership’ after school clubs in London 
secondary schools, aimed at instilling discipline and motivating and engaging pupils who need 
extra help reaching their full potential. 
 
The new schools programme will begin in summer 2012 in boroughs that are tackling high levels of 
youth crime and unemployment, particularly those affected by the disorder in August. The 
programme will also include weekend lessons and may offer enriching cultural and sporting 
experiences. The scheme will launch in around 25 schools and complements my Mentoring 
Programme.  
 
London is ready to host the 2012 Games 
 
On 5 October, I told International Olympic Committee members, during a visit to inspect the 
capital's preparations for the Games, that London is ready to host a fantastic summer of sport and 
entertainment in 2012.  
 
Construction of all the competition venues, including the Olympic Stadium, is now complete and 
they have been handed over to LOCOG. All the major multi-billion pound transport infrastructure 
improvements are either complete or, well on track to be delivered well ahead of the 2012 Games.  
 
UK economy will lose out if hub airport not taken seriously 
 
On 16 October, I warned the Government that the UK risks being relegated to a bit part player in 
the global economy unless it gives serious consideration to the construction of a new hub airport 
in the south east of England.  
 



 

Figures calculated by the Department for Transport estimate that by 2030, all of London’s airports 
will be operating at full capacity. However, that rapidly diminishing capacity is occurring at the 
same time as opportunities to provide links to the businesses and growing economies in the Far 
East and other areas are rapidly increasing. The UK is already facing tougher global competition for 
resources and markets and needs to rise to the challenge by forging new trading relationships in 
emerging economies such as China.  
 
Team London Small Grants Funding 
 
On 10 October, whilst visiting the Oasis Project in Stockwell, I reported that my Team London 
volunteering programme is set to attract an unprecedented number of 60,000 volunteers by the 
end of my mayoral term. I have also delivered almost £600,000 of Team London small grants 
funding to over 60 small community groups across London which rely on volunteers to keep their 
projects going. 
 
My Small Grants Fund will help thousands of vulnerable Londoners across the capital who rely on 
voluntary organisations to improve their daily lives and enhance their future prospects. The Fund 
awards grants of up to £10,000 for projects that have a turnover of less than £250,000. 
Organisations can now also apply for my Team London Micro Grants, of up to £1000.  
 
Sir Stuart Lipton and Julian Metcalfe to help lead regeneration in Tottenham and 
Croydon  
 
On 4 October, I announced that the Tottenham and Croydon taskforces, which will bring together 
the borough councils, local business people and the community, will be headed up respectively by 
leading property developer Sir Stuart Lipton and Julian Metcalfe, the entrepreneur behind Pret A 
Manger and itsu.  
 
The taskforces will work towards creating local masterplans for improvements in transport 
infrastructure, buying up and rebuilding affected properties and funding business rate relief, as 
well as supporting employment.  
 
 
 

Policing and Community Safety 
 
Major Crime busting operation launched with Metropolitan Police Commissioner Bernard 
Hogan-Howe 
 
On 19 October, alongside the Metropolitan Police Commissioner Bernard Hogan-Howe, I launched 
a major crime busting operation, with officers around the capital cracking down on uninsured 
drivers. 
 
One thousand MPS officers were involved in disrupting criminal activity by targeting uninsured 
drivers and seizing hundreds of vehicles in London. Further, in a graphic warning to rogue 
motorists, we used a pile of crushed cars to demonstrate the consequences of being uninsured.  
 



 

In a co-ordinated series of operations across the capital, the MPS targeted those drivers who are 
more likely to be involved in criminal activity, five times more likely to be involved in collisions and 
less likely to have vehicles in a road-worthy condition. This action follows a commitment by 
Commissioner Hogan-Howe to target criminals and disrupt their activities. 
 
The operation formed part of the MPS Operation Reclaim initiative, which was originally launched 
in 2007. The operation is a sustained campaign to target uninsured drivers in order to disrupt 
criminal activity and improve the safety of London's roads. 
 
To find out more information, or to report dangerous or illegal road users, individuals can visit: 
www.met.police.uk/roadsafelondon. 
 
Project Titan  
 
My Mentoring Programme has now begun matching trained mentors with their mentees in our 
target boroughs - Brent, Croydon, Hackney, Haringey, Lambeth, Southwark and Waltham Forest.  
By Christmas, we should have 180 mentoring relationships underway and well over 300 by March 
2012. This will set us well on the way to the minimum target of 1,000 mentoring relationships over 
the three years of the programme. 
 
 
 

Transport 
 
Lucchini Manufacturing Plant in Manchester 
 
On 4 October, whilst visiting the Lucchini manufacturing plant in Manchester, I warned against any 
cut in investment in the capital and championed London as key to the economic prospects of the 
country. Investment in the capital’s transport system has huge benefits around the whole of the 
UK. 
 
The Luccchini company benefited from almost £2.2 million of sales from TfL last year. The 
company specialises in the construction of railway wheels and axles, which they have supplied for 
the majority of the LU fleet and, they have also picked up orders to supply wheel sets to 
Bombardier for use on trains being supplied to TfL. The firm estimates these contracts have 
contributed to the creation of up to 250 jobs either at their plant or within their supply chain.  
 
Many other parts of the UK are also working on projects to improve the capital’s transport system, 
including the manufacture of rail in Scunthorpe, the management of the congestion charge in 
Portsmouth and Coventry and the construction of my new bus for London in Ballymena, Northern 
Ireland.  
 
Emirates to sponsor the Cable Car 
 
On 7 October, I announced that Emirates will sponsor London’s new cable car river crossing, to be 
known as the Emirates Air Line, in a ten year deal worth £36m. The Emirates Air Line will connect 
north and south London, travelling between two new stations set to be named Emirates Greenwich 
Peninsula and Emirates Royal Docks.  
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Scheduled for completion in summer 2012, the Emirates Air Line will offer commuters and visitors 
majestic aerial views as they travel across the Thames. With a capacity to carry up to 2,500 people 
per hour in each direction in the peak, equivalent to the capacity of 30 buses per hour, the 
Emirates Air Line will be the first of a package of measures to improve river crossings in east 
London. It is anticipated the Emirates Air Line will carry two million passengers per year. 
 
The Emirates Air Line will be a key element of my vision to transform east London into a bustling 
metropolitan quarter teeming with new businesses, entertainment and leisure facilities, supported 
by world-class transportation. Both areas surrounding the Emirates Air Line have been earmarked 
for a number of regeneration projects, with the Royal Victoria Docks selected as one of the new 
Local Enterprise Zones. The Emirates Air Line will play a key role in supporting these regeneration 
projects, by providing a faster and more direct link, taking just five minutes to cross the river. It will 
also provide local communities access to a range of entertainment, job and leisure opportunities 
that are set to become available as part of the regeneration. 
 
The announcement of the sponsorship agreement comes after an open and competitive process 
led by TfL. The deal with Emirates forms part of the funding strategy to recoup the upfront 
construction costs provided for the link and provides 80 per cent of the overall construction cost. 
TfL continues to progress a funding strategy for the cable car, including an application to a grant 
to the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF), additional sponsor agreements, retail space 
rental and fare revenue. A final decision on the ERDF application is expected in spring 2012. 
 
Calling for Dartford toll to be suspended during the Games 
 
On 11 October, I wrote to the Government to suggest that the charge to use the Dartford Crossing 
be suspended during the 2012 Games. During the Olympics there will be considerable extra 
pressure on the capital’s transport network and the Dartford Crossing will be an obvious alternative 
for drivers to the Blackwall Tunnel. However, I am concerned that a proposed increase to the toll 
could discourage drivers from using it.  
 
I also welcomed the Government’s proposal to suspend charging when long queues are 
experienced on the approaches to the crossing, but I suggested that the proposal be amended so 
that a suspension of the toll is triggered at a lower length of queue in order to avoid frustrated 
motorists being tempted to divert towards the Blackwall Tunnel. In addiction, I welcomed the 
Government’s desire to increase the capacity of the Dartford Crossing and informed it that TfL 
would be keen to work to deliver a comprehensive package of improved Thames crossings.  
 
My Transport Strategy already sets out the clear need for additional river crossings in east London 
and identifies a package of possible options to be considered. The Strategy suggests that river 
crossings in east London be improved by; maximising the benefits of the additional cross-river rail 
capacity being provided, including the Crossrail link to Abbey Wood; Enabling up to 2,500 people 
an hour to cross the river between the Greenwich peninsula and Royal Docks by using the new 
Emirates Air Line; Developing plans for a new road crossing at Silvertown; and, providing a new 
crossing further east at Gallions Reach.  
 



 

UK economy will lose out if hub airport not taken seriously 
 
On 16 October, I warned the Government that the UK risks being relegated to a bit part player in 
the global economy unless they give serious consideration to the construction of a new hub airport 
in the south east of England.  
 
Figures calculated by the Department for Transport estimate that by 2030, all of London’s airports 
will be operating at full capacity. However, that rapidly diminishing capacity is occurring at the 
same time as opportunities to provide links to the businesses and growing economies in the Far 
East and other areas are rapidly increasing. The UK is already facing tougher global competition for 
resources and markets and needs to rise to the challenge by forging new trading relationships in 
emerging economies such as China. 
 
I have urged the Government to develop a credible long-term aviation policy with a plan to protect 
London’s global reputation as an economic powerhouse, by planning to increase aviation capacity 
in the southeast and properly examining the options for a new hub airport in the region.  
 
My submission to the Government argues that providing more capacity at Heathrow is not an 
option, as the local environmental consequences of growth are too great there. Further, regional 
airports do not have the local transport networks to accommodate the demand in London and the 
south east. In addition, I have also noted that whatever the benefits of a UK high speed rail 
network, it does not offer the solution to the aviation capacity problem. 
 
Finally, I believe that full account needs to be taken of aviation’s local environmental impacts in 
determining where new growth is provided. I continue to support proposals for including aviation 
in an effective international Emissions Trading Scheme, and my position is fully consistent with 
recommendations made by the Government’s Committee on Climate Change. 
 
Tunnelling and Underground Construction Academy (TUCA) welcomes first students 
 
On 3 October, Crossrail announced the first training courses that will be offered at the new 
Tunnelling and Underground Construction Academy. These will include the Tunnel Safety Card, a 
pre-requisite for anyone who will work below ground on Crossrail and, Construction Skills 
Certification Scheme health and safety card training. Vocational courses initially on offer are pre-
cast concrete manufacture and tunnel operations training. 
 
A variety of other vocational training courses are being offered, increasing the number of students 
attending the new campus. 
 
By early 2012, the Academy will be fully open for business. Up to 150 students will be attending 
courses offered through the Academy at any one time. 
 
Final Jubilee line upgrade cost vindicates decision to end PPP 
 
On 12 October, TfL set out the final costs of the Jubilee line upgrade, which was commissioned 
under the flawed Public Private Partnership (PPP) arrangements but only completed following 
Tube Lines transfer to TfL, making clear that it vindicated the decision to end the PPP. 
 



 

The original projected cost for the upgrade when Tube Lines’ PPP contract was signed at the end 
of 2002 was £285.3 million. However, the final cost was £721 million, demonstrating why it was 
essential for TfL to acquire Tube Lines and bring upgrade work under the direct control of LU, 
effectively ending the PPP. 
 
£614 million, or just over 85 per cent of the total, was spent under the PPP arrangements prior to 
Tube Lines transferring to TfL in the summer of 2010.  Numerous deadlines, including the 
contractual deadline of end 2009 were missed and, the improvements promised to customers were 
not delivered until after the work came under the direct control of TfL. 
 
Since the acquisition of Tube Lines, LU has been able to set out a clear and achievable programme 
and milestones towards completion of the upgrade, which was delivered in July this year. 
 
Ending the PPP also means that TfL can plan future upgrade and maintenance work in a way that 
sees all partners and contractors work together in much more efficient and economic way, saving 
hundreds of millions of pounds. This will ensure that the next major upgrade, on the Northern line, 
will be delivered in a more efficient, economic and also far less disruptive way. TfL has overhauled 
the closure programme for the Northern line upgrade, originally set out under the PPP, cutting the 
number of closures and, reducing by over 60 per cent, the disruption to customer journeys. 
 
TfL acquires Tube Lines’ bonds 
 
On 18 October, TfL announced it had acquired approximately £1 billion of Tube Lines’ debt, the 
latest steps in the process of winding up the expensive, inefficient and flawed LU PPP. 
 
The debt acquisition means that TfL has bought back the majority of Tube Lines’ overly complex 
and expensive £1.6 billion debt structure, following the acquisition of £0.3 billion of Tube Lines 
debt between August and September 2011. TfL’s AA+ credit rating means it will be able to achieve 
more competitive borrowing rates than those secured by Tube Lines, delivering significant savings 
over the long-term. 
 
London Underground achieves multi-year pay settlement 
 
On 30 September, TfL announced that the trades unions will be recommending to their members 
that they accept LU’s four-year pay settlement. 
 
This deal, which would be the longest ever achieved, offers stability and the prospect of no 
industrial action over pay until at least 2015.  It is now being recommended for acceptance by all 
unions and means that staff will get a 5 per cent pay increase this year, followed by inflation (RPI) 
plus 0.5 per cent in the subsequent three years.  
 
This conclusion has been reached without the threat of dispute, reflecting the constructive way in 
which all parties have approached the negotiations. 
 
This fair and affordable multi-year pay deal is a good deal for London, providing a platform for 
stability over a crucial time for the Tube network. The deal covers the period from April 2011 to 
March 2015.  
 



 

Oyster pay as you go to be extended to national rail stations between Liverpool Street 
and Hertford East  
 
On 21 October, TfL welcomed the news that the franchise award to Abellio, of the Greater Anglia 
national rail service, will include the introduction of Oyster pay as you go to key stations along the 
line.  
 
These stations include Theobalds Grove, Waltham Cross, Cheshunt, Brentwood, Shenfield, 
Broxbourne, Rye House, St Margarets, Ware and Hertford East. The franchise, announced by the 
DfT, is due to begin in February 2012. 
  
Over 2.5 million journeys a week are now made using Oyster on National Rail. Discussions have 
been ongoing with all of the train operating companies about extending the acceptance of Oyster 
beyond the Greater London Travelcard area, where it makes sense to do so, and the Greater Anglia 
service is the first of these to be confirmed. 
 
Victoria Tube station escalator work completed three months early 
 
From 18 October, Tube customers using Victoria station have had have full use of the busy 
interchange again, after LU completed refurbishing the 42-year-old escalators in the main ticket 
hall three months ahead of schedule. 
 
The station is undergoing a £700 million redevelopment, which will dramatically increase its size as 
well as improving accessibility for all.   A new ticket hall, interchange passage, escalators and lifts 
will be completed by 2018 to enable the station to cope with increasing numbers of customers. 
 
The escalator work that has just been completed will mean more reliable operation of the station in 
the meantime, as well as returning capacity for customers getting on and off the Victoria line. 
 
The three escalators which run down to the Victoria line platforms, which include the second most-
used escalator in the world with 21 million customers hopping on each year, were out of service 
one at a time, in sequence, while they were being worked on.  
 
LU engineers worked around the clock to complete the work as quickly as possible to minimise 
disruption for customers, who were asked to use other stations as much as possible during the 
works. 
 
Guide dogs to be allowed to use moving escalators for the first time ever 
 
On 3 October, TfL announced that visually impaired and other disabled people with trained 
assistance dogs will be able to use moving escalators legally for the first time on the Tube, DLR 
and London Overground, thanks to the revision of a dated byelaw.  
 
TfL has been working with The Guide Dogs for the Blind Association to devise a training course 
that means the byelaw can be updated and all trained assistance and police dogs will be allowed to 
use moving escalators. The Government approved the byelaws, which came into force on 5 
October. 
 



 

Two thirds of bendy buses converted and major savings being made  
 
On 5 October, TfL announced that my pledge to rid the capital of bendy buses was more than two 
thirds complete.  
 
The final bendy bus will leave London in December and, it is estimated that when all 12 routes are 
converted, it will achieve a saving of over £7 million a year thanks to the anticipated reduction in 
fare evasion.  
 
When every route is converted, passengers will also be able to travel on almost 500 new vehicles 
that boast the latest clean engine technology. Over 50 of those buses will be hybrid double deck 
buses, with the first 20 already on the capital’s roads.  
 
When compared to standard diesel vehicles, the new hybrid buses are cleaner, quieter and more 
efficient, delivering a minimum 30 per cent reduction in carbon dioxide and 30 per cent better fuel 
economy. Introducing this technology will deliver immediate and long term benefits to quality of 
life, by reducing pollution and CO2 emissions.   
 
The service patterns on the 12 routes being converted have been reviewed to ensure that they 
best match passenger demand. Every route has had, or will have when converted, an increase in 
frequency of buses at peak time. In addition, the vast majority of passengers will see either the 
same or an increased frequency across the week.  
 
Real time bus information now available anytime and anywhere 
 
On 17 October, TfL announced the introduction of a brand new bus information service. The new 
up-to-the-minute bus information service, that can be accessed online, on a smart phone, and via 
text message and, with new improved Countdown signs at bus stops, means bus users can plan 
their journeys with confidence. 
 
The information now available means no longer will Londoners have to waste time waiting for the 
bus to arrive at the stop, as the realtime information will allow you to know exactly when it will be 
coming.  
 
London has over 8,000 buses operating across 700 routes, many of them running 24 hours a day. 
The new service provides live bus information for all 19,500 bus stops in the capital. 
 
Safer Travel at Night: TfL warn of dangers of unbooked minicabs as new students arrive 
in London  
 
On 30 September, TfL launched this year’s Safer Travel at Night (STaN) campaign, aimed at 
alerting Londoners of the dangers of using un-booked minicabs.  
 
At this time of year in particular, thousands of new students arrive in London, many of whom will 
be new to the city, living in unfamiliar areas and unaware of the dangers of illegal minicabs. With 
many making use of London's thriving night life at the start of the academic year, picking up a 
minicab on the street to get home quickly can be tempting and this latest campaign is aimed at 
informing those of the dangers of using an unlicensed minicab. 



 

 
While the number of cab-related sexual offences fell by 20 per cent to 111 last year, tackling the 
problem of un-booked minicabs remains a high priority for me, TfL, the Metropolitan Police 
Service and City of London Police. The STaN initiative is a partnership between all of us and we are 
working together to make travelling in London safer at night by raising awareness of the dangers 
of using unbooked minicabs and, by using targeted police and enforcement activity to identify, 
disrupt and deter illegal cab activity.  
 
Tramlink rewarded for helping restore Croydon 
 
On 21 October, TfL announced that Tramlink had won the Judges’ Special Award for Outstanding 
Achievement at the recent National Light Rail Awards.  
 
The prize was given in recognition of the dedication and effort of the London Tramlink recovery 
team in response to the disturbances in August. London Tramlink worked quickly and effectively to 
restore a full service on the tram network, just two days after looters and arsonists had caused 
extensive damage to the tracks and cabling on which the tram network relies. 
 
Only one month after the disturbances in Croydon, Tramlink recorded its busiest day during normal 
transport operation, with 102,000 passengers carried, this is almost a 20% increase on average 
daily passenger numbers.  
 
A range of initiatives put in place by London Tramlink have boosted numbers of people using the 
trams, including passengers being offered free travel on the tram network over the first weekend 
after the events, thus encouraging people back into Croydon’s commercial centre and helping 
bring normality to local businesses.  
 
Cycle Task Force wins prestigious award 
 
TfL and the MPS Safer Transport Command beat competition from around the world to win the 
prestigious 2011 Herman Goldstein Award for Excellence in Problem-Oriented Policing.  
 
Their problem-solving approach to reducing cycle theft in London, as set out in my Cycle Security 
Plan, was chosen as the winner from 61 submissions. A key element to the problem solving 
approach for cycle theft reduction was the introduction of the TfL funded Cycle Task Force.  
 
The partnership effort to deal with cycle theft in London, led by the cycle task force, has seen 
offences fall by 5.4% (1,253 fewer victims) since 2009/10 when cycle theft peaked in London 
 
Delegation of London Borough Local Implementation Plan Approval 
 
I have authorised the Deputy Mayor for Transport to approve, but not to refuse approval, the 
Local Implementation Plans submitted by London borough councils for the purposes of section 
146 of the GLA Act. This is subject to the Deputy Mayor for Transport being satisfied that the 
requirements of the GLA Act at s146 have been complied with and that regard has been had to the 
LIP Guidance. 
 
 



 

Economic and Business Policy    
 
Sir Stuart Lipton and Julian Metcalfe to help lead regeneration in Tottenham and 
Croydon  
 
On 4 October, I announced that the Tottenham and Croydon taskforces, which will bring together 
the borough councils, local business people and the community, will be headed up respectively by 
leading property developer Sir Stuart Lipton and Julian Metcalfe, the entrepreneur behind Pret A 
Manger and itsu, whose role will be to advise the local authorities on how best to drive forward 
regeneration and maximise investment. 
 
The taskforces will work towards creating local masterplans for improvements in transport 
infrastructure, buying up and rebuilding affected properties and funding business rate relief, as 
well as supporting employment. Proposals set out by the taskforces will be planned and managed 
by the local authorities. It is anticipated the groups will report back to me with their final proposals 
for regeneration in Tottenham and Croydon by the end of the year. 
 
100,000 apprenticeships by 2012 
 
On 27 October, new figures showed that in just over a year, more than 40,000 new apprenticeships 
have been created in the capital, double the number achieved in the previous year. London is the 
fastest growing UK region for new apprenticeship opportunities. 
  
In November last year, alongside my ‘Apprenticeship Ambassador’ Tim Campbell, I launched a 
major campaign to boost the number of apprenticeships in the capital, where we lobbied and 
personally wrote to some of the capital's biggest employers, urging them to play their part in 
helping Londoners into work. 
  
This campaign, in association with the National Apprenticeship Service, has been so successful that 
I have now upped my target on apprentices to the 100,000 mark by the end of 2012. A new 
marketing campaign highlighting the value of apprenticeships has been launched to target 
businesses across London.  
  
I am particularly keen to build on the success of work done with business sectors that play to 
London’s strengths, namely financial services, digital, creative, cultural, retail and hospitality, 
where apprenticeships are still underrepresented compared to the size of their workforces. 
  
Warning against EU financial tax plans 
 
On 28 October, I wrote to the European Commission President, José Manuel Barroso, to warn him 
that the introduction of a 'financial transactions tax' across EU member states would drive business 
to financial centres outside the Union, damaging its economy. I urged the President to drop the 
proposals at the earliest opportunity. 
 
I am particularly concerned with the negative impact of the tax on economic growth and jobs in 
London, Europe's most successful financial services centre, but also about the wider effects on 
reducing growth across Europe. The European Commission's own estimates show that imposing 
the tax would reduce Europe's GDP by at least 0.5 per cent and possibly as much as 1.8 per cent. 



 

 
I believe that the impact of the tax will not just be limited to the financial services sector and 
related industries, but will hit EU business and citizens too, with higher borrowing costs and 
decreased pension fund values. I have called on the EU to explore alternative reform measures 
which support strong and sustainable economic growth in the EU. 
 
Regeneration Interventions Post Disturbances – Funding streams, Delegations and 
Governance Proposals 
 
I have approved the funding streams for the post riots regeneration interventions, the overall 
programme budget of £70m and, the initial resourcing plan, with posts in place for 12 months or 
less.  
 
I have agreed to delegate decisions on the detailed allocation of the programme budget, approval 
for individual projects and, any further resources required, to the Director of Development and 
Environment. I have also noted the proposed governance arrangements.  
 
I have authorised the Executive Director of Resources to make all necessary budget adjustments 
associated with the application and management of the London Enterprise Fund and Rebuilding 
London Fund.  
 
I have also approved the removal of the £105,000 limit on programme related expenditure set in 
MD840 on the Outer London Fund, in order to support the links between the OLF and the post 
riots work and, for decisions on this expenditure to be delegated to the Director of Development 
and Environment.  
 
Finally, I have noted the changes in programme responsibilities to support the links between the 
OLF and the post riots work, and to accordingly change the delegations in MD840 from the 
Executive Director – Housing and Regeneration, to the Executive Director of Development and 
Environment. 
 
The London Society of Chartered Accountants – Canary Wharf Group 
 
On 6 October, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, visited Canary Wharf to address The 
London Society of Chartered Accountants. Richard spoke of the key challenges facing the capital, 
with a particular emphasis on the 2012 Olympic Games, the legacy left once the Games have taken 
place, economic regeneration and community cohesion. 
 
European Regional Development Fund  
 
I have agreed the application from Ravensbourne to proceed to contract negotiations for £1m 
from the European Regional Development Fund. 
 
 
 



 

Environment  
 
£116 million waste cutting windfall for capital 
 
On 4 October, I announced that the continued prudent financial management that has enabled me 
to freeze Londoners' council tax precept for a third year running has been further rewarded with a 
new grant of at least £23.5 million from the Government. 
 
My attack on waste and inefficiency had already attracted incentives worth nearly £93 million 
between 2011 and 2015, and the new grant brings the total reward for careful management of 
City Hall finances to over £116 million by the end of that period. 
 
As well as securing new resources for investment in London, cutting back on expenditure at City 
Hall has allowed me to end the relentless annual rise in the council tax precept since the Mayoralty 
was established in 2000. 
 
Londoners to have greater say in the Royal Parks 
 
On 12 October, I announced the first details of the new board for The Royal Parks.  
 
Following recent discussions with DCMS ministers, it has been agreed that I will appoint a 
new board of twelve individuals to strengthen the ways in which Londoners can have a voice in the 
oversight and management of these great assets. Membership will include three members 
nominated by London Councils to represent the London boroughs, two members of the Royal 
Parks senior management team and a member of the Royal Household. 
 
The Royal Parks will play a vital role in the Queen's Diamond Jubilee and the Olympic and 
Paralympic Games, and I have asked several members of the current Royal Parks board to continue 
in their roles to ensure stability ahead of these events in 2012.  
 
Budding environmental entrepreneurs urged to sign up to new 'Green Growth Bootcamp' 
 
On 13 October, I launched the Green Growth Bootcamp at Kingston University.  
 
The Green Growth Bootcamp is specifically aimed at entrepreneurs seeking advice from existing 
businesses that are leading the way in embracing cutting edge green technologies. It features 
innovative London firms such as Lightning Car Company, the Orpington-based developers of an 
electric supercar, and Cyclehoop, which recycles street furniture and transforms it into retrofitted 
cycle racks, stands and shelters. 
 
The Bootcamp is the latest in a series of sector-specific boot camps which I am supporting to 
provide entrepreneurs with intensive business advice and encourage them to embrace new 
technologies and develop the skills they need to build successful companies. More than 750 
entrepreneurs have already benefited from the programme since it was launched in May. Co-
ordinated by Capital Enterprise, the membership organisation for enterprise support providers in 
London, they are sponsored by £275,000 of funding from the Royal Bank of Scotland and 
£135,000 from the EU’s Interreg scheme. 27 sessions in total are being run over the next 12 
months covering a wide range of sectors.  



 

 
More information can be found at: www.thebusinessbootcamp.org. 
 
Retrofit to save billions and get young Londoners into work 
 
On 14 October, I spoke at the CBI London Annual Dinner and laid out the economic and 
environmental opportunities for the capitals private sector businesses if they commit to retrofitting 
their premises and invest in retrofitting goods and services. 
 
Retrofitting business premises with energy saving measures will not only save up to a billion 
pounds a year in wasted energy costs, but could significantly help towards eradicating youth 
unemployment. 
 
I cited how Germany's nationwide state-funded programme has significantly reduced energy bills, 
whilst stimulating 'green collar' jobs and training for young unemployed people on a massive scale 
across the country. Former US President Bill Clinton has also advocated the adoption of a similar 
scheme in the US. I believe that if every one of London's businesses and public organisations 
followed suit in proactively retrofitting their premises, it could significantly impact upon youth 
unemployment altogether in the city. 
 
Environment Strategies 
 
On 26 October, I launched my final strategies for Climate Change Mitigation and Energy, Climate 
Change Adaptation, and Water, at the Siemens Sustainability Centre. My environment strategies 
support my vision of putting the village back into the city, through improving the quality of life for 
Londoners by improving the environment and building strong communities.  
 
The environment and low carbon goods and services sectors are very important to London. These 
sectors are currently worth around £23 billion a year and the latest figures available show that they 
have grown over the last two financial years. Delivery of my climate change programmes could 
result in an estimated further 14,000 jobs a year.  
 
The Climate Change Mitigation and Energy strategy sets out programmes and measures required 
to reduce London’s CO2 emissions by 60 per cent of 1990 levels by 2025, through using and 
supplying energy more efficiently. The Climate Change Adaptation strategy sets out how we will 
manage risks of extreme weather and, ensure that London is resilient to future climate change. The 
Water strategy looks at how we manage water more effectively, reducing its contribution to CO2 
emissions, safeguarding the environment and helping Londoners with water bills. My strategies set 
out the actions and programmes I will take, including actions that will encourage others, including 
the Government, to take. 
 
I agreed to have regard to and, take into account, the reports on the Public and Stakeholder 
Consultations on the Public Draft Climate Change Mitigation and Energy Strategy, Water Strategy 
and Climate Change Adaptation Strategy, including the impact assessments.  

 
I have approved the recommended text of the revised Strategies for publication and, agreed to 
delegate authority to my Director of Environment and Digital London, to make minor changes to 
the text.  

http://www.thebusinessbootcamp.org/


 

 
I agreed to delegate authority to the Executive Director of Development and Environment, to set 
the level of charges (if any) for supplying hardcopies of the Strategies to the press and public.  
 
RE:NEW 
 
I am delighted that homes in specific areas in 17 London boroughs are now benefiting from the 
RE:NEW programme, which is giving homes an energy efficiency makeover and helping to save 
hundreds of pounds from Londoners’ energy bills. The RE:NEW programme has now treated just 
under 5,000 homes with energy and water efficiency measures since the roll out of the scheme in 
July. This is in addition to just under 9,000 homes which benefited from the first phases of 
RE:NEW. Even more RE:NEW areas will come online between now and the end of November. 
 
RE:FIT 
 
I am delighted that Turner and Townsend, supported by PA Consulting Group, have been 
appointed to drive the RE:FIT programme to give a green makeover to hundreds of public 
buildings in London on behalf of the GLA. Their role is to run the RE:FIT’s Programme Delivery 
Unit and be the public face of RE:FIT.  
 
Recycle for London 
 
In October, Recycle for London agreed a partnership project with DHL Enviro Solutions and 
SWEEEP recycling facility, to launch a new, free service for London organisations to send electrical 
and electronic waste equipment for reuse and recycling. The project will initially be piloted in two 
boroughs, with a view to rolling out London-wide in 2012. Through having their 'waste' collected 
for free, organisations will save money and, through reuse and recycling, the project will achieve 
environmental benefits. 
 
Seed Gathering Season 
 
To celebrate the Tree Council's seed gathering season, I have supported a series of free events as 
part of the RE:LEAF programme to encourage Londoners to grow their own trees from seed. 
 
I have provided £17,500 of funding to the London Wildlife Trust to run a programme of 22 family-
focused events from 25 September, to 29 October, at 18 sites across London. These events 
highlighted the RE:LEAF initiative, and encouraged people to find out about tree seeds, growing 
their own trees, and how to provide future habitats for wildlife.  
 
Capital Growth 
 
On 19 October, I announced the next round of grant funding for my Capital Growth initiative. 
Capital Growth aims to create 2,012 new community food growing spaces by the end of 2012. To 
date, the project has already created over 1,300 spaces and engaged 35,000 volunteers, making it 
a key contributor to my Team London target of getting 60,000 Londoners volunteering by the end 
of March 2012.  
 



 

In this latest round, any community group with a plot of land ready to grow on can apply for up to 
£750 to help them get growing. Capital Growth provides a practical response to the rising interest 
in ‘grow your own’ and to the fact that lengthening waiting lists for allotments that can be 
decades long. Any Londoners, keen to volunteer with other members of their community to 
cultivate a thriving food garden, are eligible to apply for a grant until the closing date of 7 
November.  
 
Urging Londoners to get help to heat their homes this winter 
 
On 25 October, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, launched my fourth annual ‘Know 
Your Rights’ Campaign at an Age UK event in Brixton.  
 
This time the publicity campaign focuses on fuel poverty and ways of getting help, both with 
benefits and tax credits and with energy efficiency measures. Many Londoners are unaware that 
they could be eligible for free and subsidised loft insulation, cavity wall insulation or help with 
heating their homes. The campaign aims to encourage people to find out what support is available 
by calling the Home Heat Helpline for free on 0800 33 66 99 or contacting their local advice 
centre.   
 
Age UK London will be running several awareness-raising events across London, aimed at helping 
older people with finding out if they are eligible to claim help with their energy bills, advice on 
whether they can claim help with insulating their homes, as well as energy saving tips.  
 
Delegation of Mayoral Powers for improvement of air quality in Greater London 
 
I have authorised TfL, under section 38 (1) of the Greater London Authority Act 1999, to exercise 
my powers under sections 30 and 34 of the Act to facilitate the delivery of the following measures: 
 

 Trial green walls on third party land within Greater London, including providing funding 
contributions if appropriate; 

 Planting trees and delivering other greening activity on third party land within Greater 
London, including borough highway land or on private land; 

 Erecting green screens / hoarding on, or adjacent to, large construction / waste sites 
within Greater London, including on borough highway land or on private land; 

 Providing support, including funding and equipment, to boroughs and other third parties 
to enable targeted cleaning and the application of dust suppressants within Greater 
London; 

 Delivering a no engine idling education and awareness raising campaign, working with 
boroughs, businesses and other third parties as required;  

 Delivering business engagement activity to raise awareness of air quality issues. 
 
 
 



 

Children and Young People 
 
Funding 'tough love' leadership clubs in London's schools  
 
On 3 October, I announced that I am funding a series of ‘leadership’ after school clubs in London 
secondary schools, aimed at instilling discipline and motivating and engaging pupils who need 
extra help reaching their full potential. 
 
The new schools programme will begin in summer 2012 in boroughs that are tackling high levels of 
youth crime and unemployment, particularly those seriously affected by the disorder in August. 
The programme will also include weekend lessons and may offer enriching cultural and sporting 
experiences. The scheme will launch in around 25 schools and complements my Mentoring 
Programme in raising aspirations in hard to reach young people and encouraging kids to pursue 
further education and keep on the right path. 
 
We will work closely with boroughs and schools to identify students who they feel need most 
support, would benefit from structured activities, or who need to be mentally stretched to reach 
their full potential. We will also work in partnership with grass roots organisations with a strong 
track record in turning around the lives of young people.  
 
Channelling over £50 million towards vulnerable young Londoners  
 
On 7 October, I announced £13 million funding to help young Londoners into work, education or 
training. The funding is part of a total package of £50 million that will be channelled to boost 
opportunities for youngsters across the capital over the next four years. 
 
Jointly funded by me and European Social Fund (ESF), the £13 million fund will include a focus on 
young people with learning disabilities and those at risk of dropping out of school or college, to 
help them into work or develop skills. 
 
My ongoing support for young Londoners coincided with WorldSkills 2011, the world's largest 
international skills competition and careers event for young people which was held at Excel 
London between 5 – 8 October.  
 
Calling on London's 2,000 National Citizen Service graduates to join Team London  
 
On 24 October, I hosted the National Citizen Service (NCS) in London event at City Hall, at which 
over 100 participants celebrated the impact of NCS on young people and communities in 2011. 
 
NCS was delivered in London in 2011 by The Challenge Network, Catch-22, Prince’s Trust, Field 
Studies Council, Football League Trust and the volunteering charity, v. The largest provider, The 
Challenge, reported the programme’s retention rate as excellent at 95 per cent. 
 
Around 2,000 16 year old Londoners completed the first national pilot year of NCS, taking part in 
a three week full time programme during their summer holidays. They gained personal 
development skills and worked on their own projects to help local communities, such as building 
benches in Finsbury Park and planting hedges in Ealing. 
 



 

At the event, organised with The Challenge Network, six young NCS graduates presented their 
stories to a room of fellow graduates, professionals, volunteers, corporate supporters and 
community representatives, including Barry and Margaret Mizen. They were showing support to 
Joseph Souassou, who walked the entire length of the Victoria Line to raise money for the Jimmy 
Mizen Foundation. 
 
Munira Mirza, my Adviser on Culture and Youth, expressed my thanks for all their efforts and 
helped generate excitement for the major expansion of the NCS programme in 2012, which will 
allow up to 7,000 Londoners to volunteer on NCS next year. 
 
My Adviser on Social Action and Volunteering, Lizzie Noel, spoke about how well the ethos of 
National Citizen Service fits with my Team London programme. Team London invited more than 35 
organisations with youth volunteering opportunities to attend The Challenge’s volunteer fairs at 
their graduation events to channel NCS graduates’ enthusiasm for more volunteering. 
 
My message to the 2,000 London NCS graduates of 2011 is to keep up their inspiring work and 
join Team London, to bolster the ranks of my army of volunteers to improve life across the capital. 
 
Children in Care Seminar 
 
On 24 October, representatives from children’s services departments and the voluntary and 
community sector, together with young people in care, care leavers and foster carers, took part in 
the latest in a series of City Hall seminars focused on empowering children in care to be given 
greater involvement in services affecting them and sharing good practice. 
 
Seventy people attended this third event to hear direct perspectives from young people on a range 
of issues. These included the need for better information and support from local authorities and 
foster carers in areas of housing, careers advice and financial support for further and higher 
education. 
 
Child Trafficking Toolkit event 
 
On 1 November, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, opened a child trafficking toolkit 
event at City Hall. The event was held in partnership with the London Safeguarding Children's 
Board, with the aim of promoting the use of their toolkit to support social workers, teachers, 
police, health workers and other professionals who may come into contact with suspected victims 
of trafficking. 
 
National Grid Reception – Young Offender Programme 
 
On 1 November, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, attended a Reception held by 
National Grid, for its Young Offender Programme. The Reception took place in Lancaster House at 
St James’ Palace. The event recognised some 2000 young offenders who have successfully 
graduated through the Young Offender Programme led by National Grid. Hosted by Cheryl Gillan 
MP, the Secretary of State for Wales, guests included leading industrialists, prison governors and 
graduates of the programme. 
 
 



 

Social Inclusion and Health 
 
Breaking ground for London’s new Jewish Community Centre building 
 
On 6 October, I joined Dame Vivien Duffield, at the Groundbreaking Ceremony for the new Jewish 
Community Centre building on the Finchley Road in Hampstead.  The Centre is the brainchild of 
Dame Vivien, who was inspired by her visit to similar community centres in North America. 
 
The Groundbreaking event was attended by 200 people, including representatives from all the 
main branches of Judaism, Community leaders, London Assembly members, local councillors and 
the Mayor of Camden. 
 
Designed by award-winning architects, Lifschutz Davidson Sandilands, when it opens in 2013, the 
35,000 sq ft state-of-the-art building will be filled with events and activities for all ages that 
invigorate Jewish life and turn up the Jewish volume. 
 
Team London Small Grants Funding 
 
On 10 October, whilst visiting the Oasis Project in Stockwell, I reported that my Team London 
volunteering programme is set to attract an unprecedented number of 60,000 volunteers by the 
end of my mayoral term. I have also delivered almost £600,000 of Team London small grants 
funding to over 60 small community groups across London which rely on volunteers to keep their 
projects going. 
 
My Small Grants Fund will help thousands of vulnerable Londoners across the capital who rely on 
voluntary organisations to improve their daily lives and enhance their future prospects. The Fund 
awards grants of up to £10,000 for projects that have a turnover of less than £250,000. The 
money awarded is to support new or additional activities and must involve the recruitment of 
volunteers. Organisations can now also apply for my Team London Micro Grants, of up to £1000, 
which will support 66 even smaller, local grass-roots groups, to kick start new volunteering 
activities in local areas.  
 
Projects set to benefit from my Small Grants Fund include the award-winning charitable youth 
organisation Exposure, based at the Muswell Hill Centre in Haringey, who will receive £9,750, the 
FoodCycle project, who will receive £10,000 to create tasty and nutritious meals for people at risk 
from food poverty and The Life After Trauma project in east London will also be awarded £3,850 
to help women rebuilding their lives after sexual abuse. In addition, the Oasis Project who engage, 
local kids in safe, positive educational activities, keeping them off the streets and away from the 
lure of crime and gangs, will use its Team London funding of £9,570 to train young people at risk 
as volunteers to work on site.  
 
Disability Capital Conference 2011 
 
On 20 October, I gave the keynote speech and opened my Disability Capital Conference at the 
Excel Centre. The Conference was chaired throughout the day by my Statutory Deputy Mayor, 
Richard Barnes. Maria Miller MP, Minister for Disabled People, also spoke at the Conference. 
 



 

The purpose of the Conference was provide an opportunity to promote disability equality in 
London, to engage with London’s Deaf and disabled communities, to raise awareness of my key 
Mayoral initiatives and to also facilitate a range of workshops to allow Deaf and disabled people to 
inform my policies and service provision. It was also an opportunity to meet London 2012 
Paralympic Athletes, hear about their experiences and find out how people can get involved in 
developing GLA strategies. The Conference was very well attended, with some 900 attendees 
throughout the day. 
 
At  the conference, I announced plans to more than quadruple the number of wheelchair 
basketball clubs in the capital and bring over 7,000 new players to the game, as part of my 
commitment to deliver a lasting and inclusive sporting legacy from the 2012 Olympic and 
Paralympic Games. I am providing £95,000 from my Sports Legacy Fund to the Great Britain 
Wheelchair Basketball Association's programme to help boost participation by creating seven new 
clubs in London, a new training programme for officials and coaches and developing a new 
academy and regional centre for the sport. 
  
I also asked businesses to match my commitment to the Paralympic Games by sponsoring Great 
Britain Wheelchair Basketball teams, who are currently without any corporate sponsorship. 
  
Marking Diwali and Hindu New Year at BAPS Shri Swaminarayan Mandir and Shri 
Sanatan Hindu Mandir 
 
On 27 October, I attended celebrations to mark Diwali and the start of the Hindu New Year by 
visiting the BAPS Shri Swaminarayan Mandir in Neasden, which was the first traditional Hindu 
temple to open in Europe, and the Shri Sanatan Hindu Mandir in Wembley, which is one of the 
largest outside India and built according to the Vedic Hindu scriptures. 
 
I met with senior figures, as well as volunteers, at each of the mandirs, which were both filled with 
thousands of visitors throughout the day.  
 
English Language Provision 
 
On 17 October, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, met with John Hayes MP, the 
Minister for Further Education, Skills and Lifelong Learning, to discuss the development of English 
language provision across London. 
 
On 6 October, Richard visited Greenwich Community College to see English for Speakers of Other 
Languages lessons taking place and to discuss with both tutors and pupils the effectiveness of 
provision in the capital. 
 
Age UK Older People’s Day 
 
On 1 October, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, attended a celebration of Age UK 
Older People’s Day in Harrow. Richard spoke briefly in support of the event and launched the 
celebrations together with the Mayor of Harrow. 
 



 

London Jewish Forum 
 
On 5 October, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, met with senior representatives of the 
London Jewish Forum at City Hall. 
 
Three Millionth Motability Car 
 
On 14 October, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, attended the celebrations of the 
three millionth Motability car, at Westminster Hall in the Houses of Parliament, on my behalf.  
 
The event marked the three millionth vehicle supplied by Motability since it’s founding in 1977 
and was attended by Her Majesty The Queen and HRH The Duke of Edinburgh. 
 
Visit to Auschwitz 
 
On 18 October, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, visited the former Second World War 
concentration camp at Auschwitz-Birkenau in Poland following an invitation to him from the 
Holocaust Educational Trust. Richard was accompanied on the trip by young people from schools 
and colleges across London.  
 
Older People’s Advisory Forum 
 

On 19 October, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, chaired my Older People's Advisory 
Forum in City Hall.  
 
Diversity Debate Conference 
 
On 27 and 28 October, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, attended the ‘Diversity 
Debate’ Conference in Oslo, Norway,  
 
Richard was invited to attend the conference by The British Council in Norway and the Norwegian 
Directorate of Integration and Diversity. He formally opened the conference and spoke at length 
about diversity matters in London and his work on equalities and community cohesion.  
 
London Health Improvement Board agrees to tackle childhood obesity, alcohol and 
cancer 
  
On 24 October, the second meeting of the London Health Improvement Board took place, in 
which childhood obesity, alcohol abuse and cancer were identified as key health concerns for the 
capital. This new partnership, under my chairmanship, brings together London boroughs and NHS 
leaders for the first time, and aims to improve the health of all Londoners.    
 
The Board, launched earlier this year, aims to provide a London-wide approach on a number of key 
areas, starting with these three health issues, where an overall strategic focus is needed.  This will 
complement the public health work already underway across the capital, including at borough 
level, where London-wide health improvement initiatives will add value and will work alongside the 
timescales of proposed changes to the NHS and public health, in order to make the most of 
opportunities created by these reforms. 



 

  
Project Teams have engaged relevant experts from across the capital, the country and 
internationally, to develop ambitious and innovative proposals for action. Programmes of work on 
each of these health areas are now being developed to drive delivery and improvements in health 
outcomes. Alongside London Councils, I have launched a specific website to keep stakeholders 
updated on progress. This can be found: www.lhib.org.uk.  
 
Pan London Clergy HIV Training Event 
 
On 2 November, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, attended and spoke at the Pan 
London Clergy HIV Training Event at the Southwark Cathedral Education Centre.        

Life Sciences Sector  

On 14 October, my Advisor for Health and Families, Pam Chesters, chaired a roundtable event to 
discuss the potential for enhancing the economic contribution of the life sciences sector to the 
London economy. Attendees included representatives from London’s three Academic Health 
Science Centres, Kings Health Partners, UCL Partners and Imperial College Academic Health 
Science Centre, the Francis Crick Institute, as well as UK Trade and Industry and London Partners. 

Project Oracle 
 
Through Project Oracle, I have established a link between City Hall and fifteen London 
universities. Universities will provide students to act as virtual researchers for the programme. A 
number of youth project funders are also engaged as part of this process. 
 
The Project is assuming increasing prominence in wider debates about evidence, as demonstrated 
by its inclusion in booklet entitled ‘Using Evidence to Improve Social Policy and Practice’, 
published by NESTA with an introduction by Geoff Mulgan. 
 
 
 

London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games, Legacy and Sport 

 
London is ready to host the 2012 Games 
 
On 5 October, I told International Olympic Committee members, during a visit to inspect the 
capital's preparations for the Games, that London is ready to host a fantastic summer of sport and 
entertainment in 2012.  
 
Construction of all the competition venues, including the Olympic Stadium, is complete and they 
have been handed over to LOCOG. All the major multi-billion pound transport infrastructure 
improvements are either complete or well on track to be delivered well ahead of the 2012 Games. 
These achievements put London far ahead of any other Host City at this stage on the road to 
staging the Games. 
 
London will also be transformed with entertainment arranged across the city at Live Sites, where 
people can watch the sporting action as it happens, as well a range of cultural events and 

http://www.lhib.org.uk/


 

'spectaculars' at other venues. Plans are being made to ensure the capital's popular spots and 
other locations are brought to life with the excitement and celebration of the 2012 Games as they 
are dressed in the official colours and branding of London 2012.  
 
ArcelorMittal Orbit tops-out to create UK’s tallest sculpture  
 
On 28 October, the ArcelorMittal Orbit sculpture and public viewing platform that will stand at the 
heart of the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Park, reached its full height of 114.5 metres.  
 
The top lattice loop of the sculpture was lifted into place by the same team who have constructed 
the Orbit since breaking ground back in November last year. The completion of this keystone piece 
marks the end of the main steel construction works onsite, before the sculpture begins its fit-out 
in preparation for Games-time. 
 
Now standing as UK’s tallest sculpture, 22 meters taller than the Statue of Liberty, the 
ArcelorMittal Orbit consists of a continuous looping lattice constructed using 2,000 tonnes of 
steel. Situated between the Olympic Stadium and the Aquatics Centre, the ArcelorMittal Orbit will 
become an iconic new visitor attraction with views of up to 20 miles, encompassing the entire 
Olympic Park and London’s skyline. Visitors will be able to take a trip up the structure in a lift and 
will be encouraged to walk down the spiral staircase, which is composed of 455 steps. 
 
The ArcelorMittal Orbit is expected to be completed and handed over to the Olympic Park Legacy 
Company in May 2012 in preparation for opening by LOCOG during the Games. After a period of 
transformation, the Legacy Company is expected to re-open it as a visitor attraction. 
 
2012 Games are starting gun for better food standards 

 
On 6 October, I launched a new scheme to help London's food businesses gear up for the London 
2012 Games. Food will be a key part of visitors’ experience of the games and I want London to 
show off the best of its diverse, healthy and sustainable food.  
 
The Games have set themselves food standards through their 2012 Food Vision. These standards, 
the first of their kind for any Olympics, commit caterers to use British, seasonal and farm assured 
foods, sustainably sourced fish, food produced to higher animal welfare standards and Fairtrade 
food. Healthier cooking methods, such as grilling and steaming, will be used, and healthier meal 
options will be available for everyone. This programme will support other businesses in London to 
adopt that same standards and ensure that the food experience of visitors to London is second to 
none. 
 
The London 2012 commitments show that good food can be achieved whilst still maintaining 
profit margins. The initiative is being championed by the Chair of my Food Board, Rosie Boycott, 
and will be delivered with a wide range of organisations including Defra, the London 2012 Games 
organisers and NHS London, with the aim to use the high profile of the 2012 Games to create a 
permanent change in the UK catering industry.  
 

http://www.london.gov.uk/priorities/london2012


 

Olympic Park Legacy Corporation 
 
On October 12, I published a statement which describes my latest proposals and thinking with 
respect to what would be the new Olympic Park Legacy Corporation, following my consideration of 
responses to a public consultation, and sets out the process required to give effect to those 
proposals.  
 
Between February and April 2011, I conducted the public consultation on my proposals to 
establish a Mayoral Development Corporation to drive regeneration and development in the 
Olympic Park and surrounding area, using powers that I expect to be granted subject to the 
passage of the Localism Bill through Parliament.   
 
The statement and my original proposals for consultation can be found at: 
www.london.gov.uk/publication/oplc-mayor-statement-post-consultation. 
 
Calling for views on vision to continue rebuilding east London after 2012 Games 
 
On 24 October, I urged people to have their say on my vision to rebuild and regenerate east 
London. My draft Olympic Legacy Supplement Planning Guidance closes for consultation on the 
19 November.  
 
The draft planning guidance sets the scene for the continuing regeneration of the Olympic Park 
and Lea Valley, identifying the land available for new homes and the estimated 1.35 million square 
metres of commercial space that could be created, as well as the social infrastructure and other 
planning considerations required to deliver it. It is estimated that the 2012 legacy reward has the 
potential to deliver up to 30,000 new homes, thousands of new jobs and brand new communities 
after next summer’s Games.  
 
The draft Olympic Legacy Supplement Planning Guidance is available to view at:  
www.london.gov.uk/consultation/olympic-legacy-supplementary-planning-guidance 
 
2012 Equality Diversity Forum 
 
On 13 October, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, chaired the regular meeting of the 
London 2012 Equality and Diversity Forum. The Forum monitors and champions equality and 
diversity in all aspects of the Games. The meeting was attended by the regular Forum members, 
including senior equality and diversity representatives from LOCOG, the ODA and GOE.  
 
The meeting in October focused on the ‘last mile’, which is between the last mode of transport and 
getting to a Games venue. The group also discussed the ‘test events’ that LOCOG are undertaking.  
 
Termination of OPLC bidding process for the Olympic Stadium 
 
In my capacity as a founder member of the Olympic Park Legacy Company, I have given my 
approval to proceed to the decisions made by the OPLC to terminate the current appointment 
process for the legacy use of Olympic Stadium conducted by OPLC and, to explore alternative 
options to deliver the Stadium legacy. 
 

http://www.london.gov.uk/publication/oplc-mayor-statement-post-consultation
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London 2012 – London Live Sites 
 
I have approved the GLA’s entry into a contract with Live Nation, for the delivery of the London 
Live Sites, by signing the contract between the GLA, The Royal Parks, the London Borough of 
Tower Hamlets and Live Nation (Music) UK Limited, relating to the sites at Hyde Park, Victoria 
Park, and Trafalgar Square. I have also approved the GLA’s entry into an Exceptional Use 
Agreement with LOCOG, relating to the GLA’s use of Games-related intellectual property 
 
Finally, I have agreed to delegate to the Director of London 2012 Coordination, the authority to 
approve all decisions and expenditure relating to the London Live Sites project, subject to the 
following conditions: 

 

 All decisions that would in the course of normal GLA operations have been made by a 
Mayoral Decision form, must instead be made by an Director’s Decision form signed by the 
Director of London 2012 Coordination 

 

 Any decision which concerns issues of significance in policy terms, or which is novel or 
contentious, must be referred to me for a decision via an MD. 

 
2011-12 & 2012-13 ODA Funding Agreement 
 
I have approved a funding agreement, setting out the terms of grant from the GLA to the ODA for 
2011-12 and 2012-13, to part fund the ODA’s investment in regeneration, infrastructure and 
facilities required for the 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games.  
 
I have authorised the Executive Director of Resources to vary the amount payable to the ODA, 
taking account of other expenditure funded from the Games precept, and to make all necessary 
budget adjustments.  
 
 
 

Government and Parliamentary Relations 
 
Meeting with Chair of LFEPA and the Commissioner of LFB 
 
On 6 October, I had my regular meeting with Brian Coleman AM, Chair of LFEPA, and Ron Dobson, 
Commissioner of LFB. 
 
Meeting with Chair of London Councils 
 
On 6 October, I had my regular meeting with Mayor Jules Pipe, Chair of London Councils, where 
we discussed areas of joint working.  
 
Meeting with the Chairman of the Policy and Resources Committee, City of London 
Corporation 
 
On 14 October, I met with Stuart Fraser, Chairman of the Policy and Resources Committee, City of 
London Corporation, where we discussed areas of joint working. 



 

 
Meeting with the Leader of London Borough of the City of Westminster 
 
On 2 November, I met with Councillor Colin Barrow, Leader of the City of Westminster, where we 
discussed areas of joint working. 
  
Meeting with Secretary of State for Education 
 
On 2 November, Mayor Jules Pipe and I met with the Rt Hon Michael Gove MP, Secretary of State for 
the Department of Education, where we discussed school places in London. 
 
Commonwealth Local Government Forum Executive Committee 
 
On 19 October, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, attended a meeting of the 
Commonwealth Local Government Forum Executive Committee in Northumberland Avenue. 
Richard was invited to speak about and discuss the priorities of my Mayoralty on community 
cohesion, employment and economic development and how they impact on the representation of 
London abroad. 
 
 
 

Culture and Events 
 
Black History Month 
 
On 11 October, I launched a competition to find the UK’s most inspirational black public figure in 
conjunction with the Metro newspaper and the Press Association. 
 
The public had two weeks to vote on the Metro website for 61 influential nominees who have had 
a major impact across science, academia, politics, music and sport.  
 
The competition took part during Black History Month, which is a means of championing Black 
culture, history and heritage. It also seeks to spread and affirm the huge contributions the Black 
community have made to Britain. Alongside the competition, between 13 – 30 October, City Hall 
hosted a special photographic exhibition celebrating a selection of the nominees. 
 
Diwali on the Square 

On 16 October, Diwali, the festival of lights, took place in Trafalgar Square. The festival is of great 
significance to Hindus, Sikhs and Jains, but with its underlying themes of peace and mutual 
respect, it has relevance and meaning for all Londoners.  

This year upwards of 25,000 people attended the event, which included open air 'Garba' dancing 
in the middle of the square, and performances of traditional and contemporary music and dance on 
the main stage. The event was attended by my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, who took 
part in the opening ceremony, alongside H.E Mr RN Prasad, the Acting High Commissioner for 
India and community representatives.  



 

This popular annual event was organised by the GLA, in association with the Diwali in London 
Committee, which is made up of a number of mainly Hindu organisations from across the capital. 
Zee TV filmed the event, which is due to be broadcast on the channel in November. 

The Mayor’s Fund for Young Musicians 
 
On 6 October, my Fund for Young Musicians raised over £50,000 at it ‘Art of Listening' event. This 
puts the Fund well on the way to providing the first round of 200 scholarships for disadvantaged 
young musicians in January 2012. 
 
Big Dance Shorts 
 
On 3 October, the Big Dance Shorts programme, in association with BAFTA and Channel 4, was 
launched at the British Film Institute. Choreographers and filmmakers will collaborate to make five 
short films. They will be broadcast on Channel 4 and screened to live audiences during Big Dance 
Week 2012. Applications for this competition close on 15 November 2011.  
 
In addition, the Big Dance 2012 Handbook has been launched, containing guidance on how to be 
part of Big Dance.  
 
Fourth Plinth Schools Award 2012 
 
My Fourth Plinth Schools Awards 2012 are now open for submissions. The Award encourages 
children and young people to think about art in their environment and to produce their own works 
of what they would like to see on the Fourth Plinth. The deadline is 16 December. 
 
55th BFI London Film Festival  
 
On 20 October, I reaffirmed my commitment to the film industry by supporting this year’s BFI 
London Film Festival Centrepiece Gala, featuring George Clooney. I will continue to do all I can to 
support this vibrant and entrepreneurial sector and ensure that London remains attractive to 
filmmakers, so that shooting in the city is as straightforward as possible. I am particularly pleased 
to see that the high profile films selected for the opening and closing nights have been shot in the 
capital, featuring great British talent.  
 
Outdoor Arts Festival 
 
My ambitious Outdoor Arts Festival for 2012 is developing rapidly, following two highly successful 
stakeholder events involving representatives of all 33 London boroughs. A team of producers is 
now working with London boroughs, arts organisations and cultural event producers, to deliver this 
seven-week festival. The festival will run from 21 July 2012 and take the best British and 
international outdoor art to town centres, parks and squares across the London boroughs. 
 
 
 



 

Housing 
 
Securing funding of more than £11m to boost homeless hostels in London  
 
On 12 October, I announced that I had secured £11.6 million funding from the Government to 
improve homeless hostels in the capital. 
 
The money will be used to provide refurbished and new accommodation, including over 320 beds, 
for organisations across London that work to help people come off the streets. These organisations 
include, St Mungos, West London YMCA, Islington & Shoreditch Housing Association and the 
London Borough of Camden, who all submitted successful bids for funding, allocated as part of 
the nationwide Homelessness Change Programme. The aim of the programme is to achieve 
improvements in the way homelessness services look, feel and operate, establishing centres of 
excellence from which rough sleepers can make positive steps away from the homelessness cycle.  
 
I also revealed that my No Second Night Out scheme has now helped 382 people to come off the 
capital’s streets. The project, which has been identified as a model of best practice by the 
Government, is now being rolled out across the UK.  
 
More information on No Second Night Out can be found at: www.nosecondnightout.org.uk  
 
Accelerating delivery of public land to provide more homes 
 
On 28 October, I announced that around 3,500 new homes will be built on public land that has 
been unlocked for development across London. I am accelerating the release of Homes and 
Communities Agency (HCA) owned plots of land as part of a commitment to help get more homes 
built for Londoners and support the capital's economy. 
 
The HCA and I, along with local councils, housing associations and developers, are working to 
bring forward a number of publicly owned sites which are highly suited to housing development 
and which will act as a catalyst for wider community regeneration schemes. 
 
At a meeting of the HCA London Board, the latest release of land, 8.1 hectares on the Lymington 
Fields site in Dagenham was confirmed. Countryside Properties and Metropolitan Housing Trust 
are already delivering 193 mixed tenure homes on the site. Developers on the HCA’s Delivery 
Partner Panel will now be invited to submit proposals for high-quality homes in a further phase of 
development. 
 
London Housing Strategy 
 
On 12 October, I appointed Scott Wilson URS consultants to carry out the Integrated Impact 
Assessment of the Revised London Housing Strategy and the Early Alterations to the London Plan.  
The consultants will carry out the assessments and produce reports to help inform public 
consultation on these documents. 
 

http://www.nosecondnightout.org.uk/


 

Pan- London Housing Mobility Scheme - Housingmoves 
 
Since April 2011, my officers have been working closely with boroughs and housing associations to 
establish a new pan-London housing mobility scheme, which will be called housingmoves. More 
details on the proposed scheme can be found on the GLA website at 
http://www.london.gov.uk/priorities/housing/housing-need/mobility/pan-london-mobility.  
 
On 18 October, following a competitive procurement exercise and, subject to signing of a contract, 
I appointed Home Connections Lettings Ltd to provide the systems to enable cross borough 
mobility to take place. The partnership with Home Connections will cover the design, build and 
implementation of the IT system, and technical support services for the GLA, boroughs and 
housing associations for the initial two years of the new mobility scheme. The total value of the 30 
month contract with Home Connections is £88,200, which is entirely funded from the resources 
made available by DCLG and the HCA, to support the set up costs of a pan-London mobility 
system. 
 
 
 

GLA Organisation  
 
Head of Paid Service consultation on the 2011/12 annual pay award 
 
I have responded to consultation by the Head of Paid Service on the annual pay award for staff. 
The Head of Paid Service has proposed a nil pay award for all Grade 4 staff and above and a 4% 
raise for all staff at Grades 1-3. I have also noted that BMAC, at its meeting on 22 September 
2011, considered submissions on the 2011/12 Pay Award and indicated approval for an award of 
4% to those on Grade 1 - 3.  
 
I have confirmed agreement to the Head of Paid Service’s proposal that statutory officers should 
not receive any pay increase and noted that the London Assembly are being consulted on this 
proposal.  
 
Finally, I have confirmed that mayoral appointments should not be awarded any pay increase. 
 
Updated Mayoral Scheme of Delegation 
 
I have agreed the to the updated Mayoral Scheme of Delegation 
 
2010/11 Annual Governance Report and Statement of Accounts (Audited) 
 
Following the conclusion of the audit of the 2010/11 financial statements, I considered the 
Annual Governance Report (AGR), prior to approving the final 2010/11 Statement of Accounts, 
and noted the adjustments to the financial statements which are set out in the AGR.  
 
I agreed not to amend the unadjusted misstatements to the financial statements, because the 
items are not considered to be material to the financial statements of the Authority. 
 

http://www.london.gov.uk/priorities/housing/housing-need/mobility/pan-london-mobility


 

I have approved the Letter of Representation, the proposed plan of action at Appendix 5 of the 
AGR, the audited 2010/11 Statement of Accounts in accordance with the Accounts and Audit 
(England) Regulations 2011 and, signed the Annual Governance Statement within the 2010/11 
Statement of Accounts. 
 
Finally, I have authorised the Executive Director of Resources to make any minor or consequential 
amendments to the Accounts that may arise on the Audit Commission completing its work. 
 
 
 

Appointments 
 
Mayoral appointments – Museum of London 
 
I have agreed to appoint, following a full recruitment process, Gillian Day, to the position of 
Governor of the Museum of London, for four years, with effect from 5 October 2011. The 
appointment followed a full recruitment process, including an interview with an independent 
element on the panel.   
 
I have also agreed to reappoint Jennette Arnold and, Eric Sorensen, to the Museum of London 
Board, for an 18 month term from 5 April 2011, to expire on 5 October 2012. 
 
 
 

Planning and Development Control 
 
Calling for planning controls over betting shop boom 
 
On 18 October, I wrote to Communities Secretary, the Rt Hon Eric Pickles MP, to call for a change 
in national planning law to help control the proliferation and clustering of betting shops, which has 
caused mounting concern in parts of London. 
 
Betting shops have grown in number, with an increased supply of premises, such as vacant banks 
and pubs, which do not require planning permission to be used as a betting shop. They are 
attracted to busy high streets and town centres which have a ready supply of such premises. This 
has resulted in clustering in less prosperous areas like Hackney, which has 64 betting shops in the 
borough, 8 in Mare Street alone. 
 
I believe this can negatively impact on the vitality and viability of town centres and the quality of 
life of those living nearby. High numbers of betting shops with long opening hours, increasing 
concerns about community safety, could put people off shopping in and visiting those areas 
altogether. 
 
I propose that that betting shop operators, wishing to open up a new outlet, should be required to 
apply for planning permission for the chosen premises. This would allow proper consideration to be 
given to each proposal for a betting shop and its effect on individual centres. If the Government 
changed planning policy in this way, I would also consider altering my own London Plan policy to 



 

encourage boroughs to identify the kinds of business clusters they believe are beneficial, or 
detrimental, to high streets and town centres. 
 
Calling on developers to create world class Silvertown Quays 
 
On 26 October, I announced the final shortlist of developers for the 50 acre Silvertown Quays site 
in east London’s Royal Docks. Located within the new Royal Docks Enterprise Zone, these 
proposals for Silvertown Quays mark an important first step towards achieving the huge economic 
potential of the Royal Docks.  
 
The shortlisted developers are now invited to work with the LDA to come up with detailed 
proposals that meet my and the Mayor of Newham’s vision to create a world-class development, 
which will provide quality jobs and create a sustainable community. The preferred developer will be 
selected in March 2012.  
 
The shortlisted developers and consortia are:  
 

 Chelsfield Consortium (Chelsfield Partners LLP, First Base Limited and Imagination Europe 
Limited)  

 DV4 Limited (advised by Delancey Real Estate Asset Management Limited) (Delancey)  

 St George Central London Limited  
 
The selection of the three final developers follows their completion of outline proposals by 10 
October and a Pre-Qualification Questionnaire, which was published in the Official Journal of the 
European Union in July. 

 
I made the announcement whilst attending the topping out ceremony for global giant Siemens' 
new sustainability centre in the Royal Docks, known as ‚The Crystal‛, which is set to open next 
year within my Green Enterprise District. The Crystal will show how the latest infrastructure 
technology can make the world’s cities better places to live and work now and in the coming 
decades.  
 
Planning consent granted to Clarendon Square scheme  
 
On 26 September, the LDA announced the decision by the London Borough of Haringey to grant 
outline planning consent to the National Grid Property’s and LDA’s Clarendon Square scheme. The 
scheme will look to create up to 1080 new homes, with a mixture of other uses surrounding a 
public square, on the Haringey Heartlands site.  
 
The masterplan for the conversion of this former industrial site includes high standards of design 
and will seek to promote sustainable lifestyles through low levels of car parking, improvements to 
bus services and improved pedestrian and cycle links to public transport and adjoining areas.  The 
Boroughs outline planning consent is subject to signing a section 106 agreement with National 
Grid Property and the LDA. 
 
 



 

Planning Decisions (Stage II referrals) 
 
RAF Bentley Priory, LB Harrow 
I have written to the London Borough of Harrow stating that I am content to allow the Council to 
determine the application itself. 
 
The Crest Academies, LB Brent 
I have written to the London Borough of Brent stating that I am content to allow the Council to 
determine the application itself. 
 
Cookham Road, LB Bromley 
I have written to the London Borough of Bromley stating that I am content to allow the Council to 
determine the application itself. 
 
Sea Containers House, LB Southwark 
I have written to the London Borough of Southwark stating that I am content to allow the Council 
to determine the application itself. 
 
Sugar House Lane, LTGDC 
I have written to the London Thames Gateway Development Corporation stating that I am content 
to allow the Council to determine the application itself. 
 
 
Delegated Stage II decisions 
 
The Deputy Mayor for Policy and Planning, under powers I delegated to him, has sent letters in 
response to the following statutory referrals: 
 
Kings Reach, LB Southwark 
The Deputy Mayor has written to the London Borough of Southwark stating that he is content to 
allow the Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Thurston Industrial Estate, LB Lewisham 
The Deputy Mayor has written to the London Borough of Lewisham stating that he is content to 
allow the Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Former Maskell site, LB Barking & Dagenham 
The Deputy Mayor has written to the London Borough of Barking & Dagenham stating that he is 
content to allow the Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Railway viaduct North of Pooley House, LB Tower Hamlets 
The Deputy Mayor has written to the London Borough of Tower Hamlets stating that he is content 
to allow the Council to determine the application itself. 
 
UEL Development Site, LB Barking & Dagenham 
The Deputy Mayor has written to the London Borough of Barking & Dagenham stating that he is 
content to allow the Council to determine the application itself. 
 



 

Wedge House, LB Southwark 
The Deputy Mayor has written to the London Borough of Southwark stating that he is content to 
allow the Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Tweed House, LB Tower Hamlets 
The Deputy Mayor has written to the London Borough of Tower Hamlets stating that he is content 
to allow the Council to determine the application itself. 
 
 
Planning Decisions (Stage I referrals) 
 
I have asked officers to send letters giving comments about the following stage one referrals: 
 

 St Joseph’s College, LB Barnet 

 Tideway Industrial Estate, LB Wandsworth 

 628 Western Avenue, LB Ealing 

 Heathrow Summit Centre, LB Hillingdon 

 Seagrave Road Car Park, LB Hammersmith & Fulham 

 1-18 Dollar ay Court, LB Tower Hamlets 

 Sutherland Gateway, LB Waltham Forest 

 Twickenham Railway Station, LB Richmond 

 Shepherds Bush Market, LB Hammersmith & Fulham 

 Harrodian School, LB Richmond 
 
 
Delegated Planning Decisions (Stage I referrals) 
 
The Deputy Mayor has asked officers to send letters giving comments about the following stage 
one referrals: 
 

 Quebec Way Industrial Estate, LB Southwark 

 The Kings Observatory, LB Richmond  

 Unit 6, Albright Industrial Estate, LB Havering 

 City University, LB Islington 

 Sainsbury’s Nine Elms, LB Lambeth 

 Sugar House Lane Sculpture, LTGDC 
 
 
Development Plans 
 
I have written to the following Councils giving a response to their development plan consultations:  
 

 Camden Local Development Scheme, LB Camden 

 Croydon Core Strategy, pre-submission, LB Croydon 
 
 



 

Delegated Development Plans 
 
The Deputy Mayor has written to the following Councils giving a response to their development 
plan consultations:  
 

 Ealing Core Strategy pre-examination amendments, LB Ealing 

 Hillingdon Core Strategy proposed pre-examination amendments, LB Hillingdon 

 Hounslow Core Strategy, LB Hounslow 

 Walthamstow Town Centre Area Action Plan, LB Waltham Forest 

 Blackhorse Lane, LB Waltham Forest 
 

  
Decisions made under delegation to Assistant Director - Planning  
 

 Temple House, LB Harrow 

 City of London Development Management DPD, Issues & Options, City of London 

 Peckham & Nunhead Area Action Plan – Towards Preferred Options, LB Southwark 

 Bromley Core Strategy – Issues DPD, LB Bromley 

 Former London Arena (Phase II), LB Tower Hamlets 

 12-20 Paul Street & 83-105 Clifton Street, LB Hackney 

 Bentley Priory, LB Harrow 

 Bentley Priory, LB Harrow 

 Bentley Priory, LB Harrow 

 Mid Croydon Masterplan, LB Croydon 

 Kingston Core Strategy – further consultation, LB Kingston  

 Croydon Revised Planning Guidance Note 1: Planning Obligations, LB Croydon 

 Bromley-by-Bow Masterplan, LB Tower Hamlets                                             
 
 

 

Key Engagements 
 

Among my additional engagements since my last report were the following:  
 

 I attended the Transport for London Remuneration Committee on 29 September 

 I met with Peter Hendy, the Transport Commissioner at Transport for London, on 29 
September to discuss Budget Guidance 

 I met with members of the IAAF (International Association of Athletics Federations) 
Evaluation Commission on 3 October 

 I attended the Conservative Party Conference in Manchester on 3 and 4 October  

 I visited the Lucchini Factory at Trafford Park, Manchester, on 4 October 

 I chaired the first inaugural meeting of London & Partners on 5 October 

 I hosted a reception at City Hall for the IOC Coordinating Committee on 5 October 

 I attended the groundbreaking ceremony at the new Jewish Community centre in Finchley 
on 6 October 



 

 I met with Jules Pipe, Chair of London Councils, to discuss areas of joint working on 6 
October 

 I had my regular meeting with Brian Coleman AM, Chairman of LFEPA, and Ron Dobson, 
the Fire Commissioner, on 6 October 

 I visited the London Underground maintenance and crew depots in Upminster on 6 
October 

 I addressed the WorldSkills Convention, taking place at London ExCel, on 7 October 

 I attended the Cable Car sponsorship announcement on 7 October 

 I met with Rick Haythornthwaite, the Chairman of MasterCard, Network Rail and the 
Southbank Centre, on 7 October, to discuss areas of joint working  

 I met with Bill Bratton, former Police Commissioner for Boston,  Commissioner for New 
York Police Department and Commissioner of Los Angeles Police Department, on 10 
October, at the start of his UK visit 

 I made a site visit to the planning case for Sita on 10 October  

 I made a visit to the Oasis Charity in Stockwell on 10 October 

 I addressed the Place West London Conference on 11 October 

 I attended an event at the site of the new Francis Crick Institute on 11 October 

 I attended Mayor’s Question Time on 12 October 

 I hosted the representation hearing at City Hall for the Sita Site in Mitcham on 12 October  

 I attended the Business Boot Camp at Kingston University on 13 October 

 I visited Wimbledon High Street on 13 October  

 I had my regular meeting with Transport for London on 13 October 

 I addressed the BVCA Summit on 13 October 

 I addressed the London Region CBI Dinner on 13 October 

 I met with Stuart Fraser, Chair of the Policy & Resources Committee, City of London, on 14 
October to discuss promoting London 

 I chaired my regular planning decisions meeting on 17 October 

 I met with Lord Lloyd Webber on 17 October to discuss the Olympic Games 

 I met with Lurene Joseph, Chief Executive of the LDA, on 17 October to discuss the Royal 
Docks 

 I addressed the Parliamentary Press Gallery Lunch on 18 October 

 I visited Jubilee Gardens for a ground breaking event on 18 October 

 I attended the Asian Awards on 18 October 

 I made a visit with Bernard Hogan-Howe, the Metropolitan Police Commissioner, to a one 
day ANPR operation in central Westminster on 19 October 

 I addressed the Disability Capital Conference on 20 October 

 I attended the Bureau of Leaders on 20 October 

 I had my regular meeting with Transport for London on 20 October 

 I met with Elizabeth Filkin on 20 October, as part of her review into the relationship 
between the Met and the press 

 I visited a Waitrose distribution depot in Acton on 21 October  

 I met with Ben Summerskill, Stonewall, on 21 October to discuss tackling homophobic 
crime 

 I had my regular meeting with the Conservative Group on the Assembly on 25 October 



 

 I met with the Dean of St Paul’s Cathedral and representatives from the City of London, on 
25 October, to discuss the protests adjacent to St Paul’s 

 I attended the topping out ceremony at Siemens, in the Royal Victoria Docks, on 26 
October 

 I chaired my regular planning meeting on 26 October 

 I met with Darra Singh on 26 October to informally discuss the recent riots 

 I attended the Churchill Dinner on 26 October  

 I attended the Black History Month event at City Hall on 27 October 

 I met with Paulette Rowe on 27 October to discuss the Mayor’s Fund 

 I visited the Neasden Temple on 27 October 

 I attended a memorial service at Westminster Abbey for Sir Simon Milton on 31 October 

 I attended and spoke at a CST Lunch on 1 November 

 I had my regular meeting with the Informal Economic Advisory Group on 1 November 

 I met Peter Hendy and Daniel Moylan on 1 November, ahead of the Transport for London 
Board meeting the following day 

 I chaired the Transport for London Board Meeting on 2 November 

 I had my photo taken for London Poppy Day on 2 November 

 I met with The Rt Hon Michael Gove MP, Secretary of State for Education, and Jules Pipe 
on 2 November, to discuss school place provision in London 

 I chaired my regular planning decisions meeting on 2 November 

 I met with Colin Barrow, Leader of Westminster, on 2 November, to discuss borough issues 

 I attended the Friends of the Olympic Park Fundraising event on 2 November  
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